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SESSION OUTCOME


Session 2.4.1: Water multi-tasking: how to obtain more benefits per drop from multiple uses and functions
The Session Situation Report provides background and a detailed record of the issues discussed for specific topics. The goal of the Session Situation Report is to:

1) Provide an overall description of the topic and major issues discussed

2) List specific actions or interventions identified to improve the conditions within the sector 

List the interventions in the order of importance, as identified by session participants

· Multiple uses and functions of water services are a reality, and this reality needs to be recognized
· Subsequently, these can and should be mainstreamed in services provision, because of the potential to yield more MDGs per drop or per dollar invested
Key Themes and Topics Discussed

Around 100 people attended session 2.4.1, which consisted of two parts. The part before the coffee-break looked into a conceptualization and practical examples of multiple uses and functions of water services. The part after the coffee-break looked into costs, benefits and impacts of a multiple-use approach.
The first part saw introductions to the topic and a conceptualization of the multiple-use approach through presentations by Mr. Watanabe, Mr. Daniel Renault and Mr. Stef Smits. These presentations showed how MUSF can be understood as an approach of providing water services that aims to meet people’s multiple water needs from homestead to community or system level, embedded within the context of IWRM at catchment level. In this, a higher impact in terms of more MDGs per drop or per dollar invested can be made. How multiple-use services can actually be provided was illustrated by 5 examples from the field: 
· The Elephant Pump Programme for multiple uses at homestead level - Mr Ian Thorpe (Pump Aid)
· Community level planning for multiple uses - Mr Jonathan Chisaka (SADC/DANIDA IWRM project)
· Multiple uses and functions of water in interactions between irrigated agricultural and wetlands - Mr Gerardo van Halsema (WUR)
· Multiple functions of water in irrigated paddy agriculture - Mr Hauen Woo Lee (INWEPF Korea)
· Multi-purpose infrastructure in France - Mr Christophe Castaner (Basse-Durance)
In the subsequent discussion between panelists and the audience, the following topics were addressed:

· Multiple-use services constitute a feasible integrated service delivery approach. It is recognized that multiple uses and functions of water are present at all levels of scale. That, in itself, is hardly a new insight. What is innovative is how these can be explicitly addressed in services from the onset, both in provisional services (such as irrigation or domestic supply services), as well as in ecosystem services. The cases show that this is possible: examples from different contexts and levels of scale illustrate that.
· Multiple uses and functions of water services are far from being mainstreamed. Not catering for multiple-use is a missed opportunity, in terms of potential impact on poverty and on sustainability of services. The idea is to move from de facto multiple-use services to services which explicitly cater for these uses and functions.
· Elements of how to provide multiple-use services transpired from the cases and discussions. These include:

· Assessing people’s multiple water needs, potential and actual functions of components of water system, and their interactions. Such assessments are needed as basis for planning, and finding synergies and trade-offs at different levels of scale.
· Participatory planning at community level. Based on the above, then plans can be made to meet people’s water needs and functions in an integrated manner. At this community level economies of scale can be obtained.
· Appropriate technologies have then to be selected to actually serve the water needs.
· Financing mechanisms and institutional mandates were also mentioned, but these were dealt with in session 2.4.2 in more detail.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Following this discussion on how to provide multiple-use services, the second part of the session focused on costs, benefits, and impacts of multiple-use services. This topic was introduced through a key note speech by Ms Mary Renwick (Winrock). She showed amongst others the cost-benefits ratios of investments in multiple-use services, particularly by targeting an intermediate level of services of some 50-100 l/p/d. In addition, she pointed to a potential market of around 1 billion persons, who could benefit from new or upgraded multiple-use services (from irrigation or domestic single use). Elements of the key note speech were illustrated by two cases studies:

· Mr Zemede Abede Zewdie (HCS) showed a cost-benefit analysis of upgrading small-scale domestic and irrigation systems to multiple-use systems in Ethiopia. In both cases, cost-benefit ratios of 8-22 were obtained.

· Mr Kazumi Yamaoka (INWEPF Japan) analysed a monetary assessment of the multiple functions of irrigated paddy systems. This case showed the high value of functions such as flood mitigation, recharge of river flow and groundwater, and prevention of soil erosion and land slide, in addition to the value of the crop grown.
In the discussion, the following issues were addressed:
· It is good to have the quantitative figures on impacts, costs and benefits, as these help making the presence and benefits of the multiple uses and functions more visible, particularly for those who normally wouldn’t look into such benefits. However, we need to be clear whether we talk about financial or economic benefits, and also what our baseline is. The figures that are now available provide a good basis, but a call is made to expand the baseline and be more precise in this, for instance including the health benefits in the baseline.. The same applies for the assessment of the potential market of new and upgraded multiple-use services.
· Despite the aforementioned caveats, the current body of figures provides a basis to advocate for investments in multiple uses and functions of water, because:
· They yield more MDGs per drop or per dollar invested. Not only the total return on investment is high, but it has the potential to impact on different dimensions of poverty, such as health, food security, income and gender equity.
· They have the potential to contribute more to sustainability. More sustainable services are cheaper in the end, as it brings the annualized costs of investments down.
· They allow finding economies of scale, particularly at community level, where investments in joint infrastructure can be shared between sectors.
· Investments can be done in a step-wise approach. This means that MUS doesn’t require high initial investments upfront, but can be spread over time.

· MUS costs less. At first sight, one may be tempted to conclude that investments in multiple-use services cost more, as there are upfront incremental costs involved as compared to conventional services. However, because of the higher return on investment, the potential of improved sustainability and economies of scale, investments in multiple-use actually can be much lower than separate investments per sector.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For those discussions where the majority of the issues have been agreed upon, and the discussion is focused on identifying solutions, the following list provides a framework for classifying the solutions into four categories. Solutions may range from less concrete (recommendations) to more concrete (initiatives).
Recommendations

It is recommended that sector stakeholders acknowledge and recognize that multiple uses and functions are a reality.
It is recommended that multiple uses and functions are mainstreamed in services delivery.
Proposals

It is proposed that further assessments are done on the impacts, costs and benefits of multiple use services, particularly at country level, taking into account specific country contexts.
It is proposed that a further assessment or mapping is done on the market for new and upgraded multiple-use services, so that these become visible in official statistics, and provide a basis for planning of investments.
Commitments

Initiatives
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